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SUBJECT: VIEWS OE SILVA MUNOZ 

1. SILVA MUNOZ, THE LEADER OF THE CONSERVATIVE CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC UDE, CAME TO SEE ME MAY 12. SILVA, A POLITICAL EUGURE 
OE IMPORTANCE, IS USUALLY INTERESTING BUT SUFEERS EROM A TOUCH 
OE THE BYZANTINE. I EOUND HIS PRESENTATION THIS TIME RATHER 
CONEUSING, BUT THE MAIN POINTS ARE WORTH REPORTING. 

2. AS IS HIS CUSTOM, HE BELITTLED ARIAS, WHOM HE WOULD LIKE TO 
REPLACE. HE INDICATED THAT HE THOUGHT THE KING MIGHT RELIEVE 
ARIAS ALTER THE VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES SINCE THE REEORM 
PACKAGE - WHICH WAS BASICALLY WHAT THE TRAEEIC WOULD BEAR AT THE 
MOMENT - NEEDED SKILLFUL LEADERSHIP OR IT MIGHT EASILY EOUNDER. 
THE COUNCIL OF THE REALM COULD BE BROUGHT TO HEEL, THOUGH THE 
KING MIGHT NOT BE SURE OF HIMSELF AND HIS REAL CLOUT AND THUS MORE 
HESITANT ON THAT SCORE THAN HE SHOULD BE. THE ONLY REAL PROBLEM 
LAY IN GETTING ARIAS TO ACTUALLY SUBMIT A RESIGNATION, 

SINCE FIRING HIM OUTRIGHT WOULD BE HARDER TO DO. WE 
HAVE HEARD OCCASIONALLY FROM LESS PRESTIGIOUS SOURCES THE 
IDEA THAT ARIAS WOULD BE REPLACED AETER THE VISIT, A VIEW 
CLEARLY TINGED WITH A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF WISH FULFILLMENT. 

AND THE PRESS, WHICH CYCLICLY INVOKES THE 
POSSIBILITY OP ARIAS' BEING REPLACED, HAS AGAIN BEGUN TO 
MUTTER ON THIS SCORE, WITHOUT CONNECTING IT, HOWEVER, TO 
THE VISIT. 
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3. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, SOME DAY ARIAS MAY HAVE TO GO, 
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ALTHOUGH HIS DEPARTURE WOULD BE THE RESULT OF A REAL 
CIRISIS RATHER THAN THE PRODUCT OF THE WISHES OF SELF- 
INTERESTED POLITICIANS OUTSIDE THE GOVT. AT ALL EVENTS, 

I HAVE SAID TO ONE OF THE KING'S AIDES THAT I AM TROUBLED 
BY THE ATTEMPT TO TIE TOGETHER THE KING'S VISIT TO THE 
UNITED STATES WITH A SCENARIO FOR REPLACING ARIAS AFTER- 
WARDS. THIS KIND OF TALK IS NEITHER IN THE BEST INTERESTS 
OF SPAIN NOR OF THE UNITED STATES. 

4. LASTLY, SILVA TALKED ABOUT THE WEAKNESSES IN THE 
POSITIONS OF BOTH FRAGA AND AREILZA, PUTATIVE RIVALS 
TO REPLACE AIRAS, AND MADE THE SUGGESTION THAT THE GOS, 

IF IT WERE CLEVER, WOULD MAKE A SPECIAL KIND OF PACT WITH 
THE BUNKER BY BUYING OFF CERTAIN LEADING BUNKER FIGURES 
REALLY MORE CONCERNED ABOUT THE PROTECTION OF PERSONAL 
PRIVILEGES THAN ABOUT THE VESTIGIAL PURITY OF FRANCOISM. 
STABLER 
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